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School District: Coach Maridee
Dossett; Athletic Director Bud Postma;
Principal Sharon Knowlton; and Super-
intendent Dr. Frank Palleria. The ef-
forts put forth by these individuals
have made it possible for the students
to participate and perform at the high-
est level. I would also like to commend
the gymnasts’ parents for all the sup-
port and time they have put into the
program.

Most of all I would like to congratu-
late the women who won this years
State Championship and the women
who have been a part of this impressive
program. You have created an atmos-
phere that is conducive to success and
made the most of your opportunity.
Again, congratulations and the best of
luck as you look toward next season.e

————

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT CLEVERLY

e Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor and recognize a man
who has dedicated his life to education,
Mr. Robert Cleverly. Bob was respon-
sible for establishing the Close-up
Foundation program at Ennis High
School and has been involved in the
program for over 20 years. During those
years he has also been instrumental in
establishing the Close-up program in
numerous Montana schools. Bob was
chosen by the Close-up Foundation in
1996 and 1997 and awarded the Linda
Myers Chozen Award for Teaching Ex-
cellence in Civic Education. This award
honors teachers and administrators
who have demonstrated outstanding
leadership, innovation, and commit-
ment to the foundation’s citizenship
mission. In addition to his Close-up ad-
vocacy, Bob was a history teacher at
Ennis High School for 38 years and is
credited with organizing the first aid
and CPR program. Bob was active in
the school’s extra curricular activities
as a very successful football coach,
taking several teams to statewide level
competition and winning two State
championships. As a result of his
coaching abilities and team organiza-
tion skills, Bob was inducted into the
Montana Coaches Hall of Fame.
Education is crucial to the future of
America, and it is teachers like Bob
who make education their priority, de-
voting their life to the future of our
youth. Bob has been taking students to
Washington, DC, for over 20 years with
the Close-up program, giving students
of Montana a firsthand view on how
our Federal Government works, while
experiencing the history our Nation’s
Capital has to offer. At great loss to
Montana’s high school students, this
will be Bob’s last year in the Close-up
program, but thanks to his hard work,
many Montana students for years to
come will be able to explore our Na-
tion’s Capital through the Close-up
program. I personally thank Bob and
acknowledge his dedication, for he has
gone above and beyond his civic duty.
We are proud as well as fortunate to
have educators like Bob Cleverly in
Montana, who are willing to dedicate
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their lives to educate and prepare our
children for the future.e

———

TRIBUTE TO JAMES C. BARBIERI

e Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, today I
mark the passing of a great Hoosier
newspaperman and civic leader, James
C. Barbieri.

My condolences go out to his wife
Barbara, his son Chuck, his daughter
Cindi, and his four grandchildren and
one great grandchild. They shared this
remarkable man with the wonderful
community of Bluffton, IN, which also
mourns his passing.

Beginning in 1950, Jim Barbieri
worked almost every job conceivable at
the Bluffton, IN, News-Banner. He was
a reporter, advertising salesman, and
circulation director. He became gen-
eral manager of the venerable Wells
County publication in 1975 and then co-
owner, president, and publisher in 1986.

It was not unusual that on any given
day he might write every page-1 story,
the editorial, and if someone called in
sick, he would pick up a delivery route,
too. He was always available because
he only missed 1 day of work over a 50-
year stretch.

Born and raised in Park Ridge, IL, he
attended DePauw University in Indiana
where he was editor of the student
newspaper. After serving his country in
the Army during the Korean War, Jim
worked briefly at The Chicago Amer-
ican before coming to Bluffton.

In 2005, the Hoosier State Press Asso-
ciation awarded Jim the Charlie Biggs
Commitment to Community Award.

Jim Barbieri had that venerable
smalltown newspaperman ready opin-
ion on virtually everything that passes
us by in life. Whether it was roads,
parks, or the time Indiana should set
its clocks in the summer, Jim used his
unique forum to editorialize. I knew he
was always looking over my shoulder
providing ready comment on anything
I did in the State, national, or inter-
national arena.

On visits to Bluffton, Jim Barbieri
would cover the community event I
was attending and then, in an exten-
sive interview, explore my thoughts on
the issues of the day. He would then ex-
haustively report all of it in the news-
paper astutely and accurately.

He did not cease to impress all with
his indefatigability. At the celebration
of his 50 years with The News-Banner,
Jim wrote this poem:

So that the way I work may be out of date,

But don’t try to bend me and make me go
straight.

Let me go on in my very old fashion

Covering the news with an old time passion.

The style in which my career has been blest,

To you may be faulty, but I (gave) it my
best.

When God takes me home at the end of my
years,

He’ll not straighten me out and pop all my
gears.

He’ll say ‘‘you, reporter, for the sins that
you bring,

We’ll take you like you are with a bent an-
gelic wing.”
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And we all know that Heaven could not run
well

Without a journalist to give them all hell.

So in the celestial press room we bid you to
trod,

But don’t ever misquote Peter or misspell
God.e

———

RETIREMENT OF ANTHONY
FELICIA, JR.

e Mr. CARPER. Mr. President. I rise
today in recognition of Anthony
Felicia, Jr., upon his retirement as vice
president of R&D and clinical adminis-
tration for AstraZeneca. Tony’s dedica-
tion and ability have won him the re-
spect of friends and coworkers alike,
along with the gratitude of many in
the first State. He has been, and re-
mains, a trusted friend of Delaware.

A native of Syracuse, NY, Tony was
born on August 26, 1950, to Anthony
and Maryann Felicia. He received his
bachelor’s degree from the State Uni-
versity of New York and completed his
master’s degree at Syracuse Univer-
sity.

Tony has been with AstraZeneca and
the former Zeneca Pharmaceuticals
and ICI for 28 years and has worked in
operations, quality assurance, supply
chain management, facilities and engi-
neering, production operations, and
international planning. Prior to Tony’s
employment with ICI in 1978, he
worked for Bristol Laboratories in Syr-
acuse, NY, from 1973 to 1977, where he
held various quality assurance and pro-
duction positions.

Throughout his career, Tony has pro-
vided strong leadership and served as a
role model to many. One of the numer-
ous highlights of his outstanding ca-
reer was the pivotal role he played in
helping to bring AstraZeneca’s U.S.
headquarters to Delaware during my
time as Governor. I will always remem-
ber how Tony’s main concern was mak-
ing sure that the move was the right
decision for his fellow employees and
their families, as well as for share-
holders. His hard work and down-to-
earth personality made him a pleasure
to work with during this critically im-
portant time. Both AstraZeneca and
the first State are better off because of
his efforts.

While his professional accomplish-
ments are worthy of our admiration, it
is within his personal life that Tony
truly stands as an example to us all.
Tony has volunteered a great deal of
his time to support a number of non-
profit and business organizations with-
in the Delaware community, including
Easter Seals, Delaware Technology
Park, and the American Heart Associa-
tion. Tony is currently in his sixth
year of service as the president of the
board of trustees for the Delaware Mu-
seum of Natural History. He also
served on the Newark City Council
from 1992 to 1998.

His leisure interests include playing
golf, helping his children, and enjoying
the beauty of Delaware at his beach
house in Bethany. Now that he has
more free time, Tony plans to spend
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